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melancholy manner in which our friend terminated his career.
I know you will be disposed to do him justice. Enclosed is
sent a copy of a note to Dr. Brewster, by Dr. John S. Butler,
Superintendent of the Connecticut State Lunatic Asylum.
This I send, because some of the papers remarked too harshly
upon Mr. Wells before the facts of his case were fully known.
- With sentiments of high esteem, yours truly,
. Hartford, Connecticut, U.S., P. W. ELLSWORTH, M.D.
Jan. 27, 1848. &mdash;&mdash;&mdash;&mdash;&mdash;
I have read the letter of Dr. Ellsworth respecting the late
Horace Wells, and unite with him in deploring the sad oc-
currence which deprived us of a valued citizen and friend.
After a careful examination of all the facts, I fully concur
in the decision of the jury, that the deceased was labouring
under mental aberration when he committed the fatal act;
and moreover, had been for several weeks in a state of ex-
citement closely bordering upon derangement, if it had not
already reached that point. Such, too, I believe to be the
opinion of every medical man whom I have heard speak
upon the subject, who was conversant with all the attendant
circumstances. (Signed,) JOHN S. BUTLER.
THE NUISANCE IN ST. LUKE’S PARISH.
M. PARK.
To the Editor of THE LANCET. ’
SIR,&mdash;In your copy of the report of the case of the parish
of St. Luke v. Gore, it would, with your approbation, be as
well to correct the names of the medical gentlemen, (em-
ployed on the part of the parish,) which have been most
erroneously stated, the name of a street in which two of
them lived being given as the name of a witness. Those
engaged on the part of the parish were, Dr. Thos. Southwood
Smith, Finsbury-square; Dr. Edward Lloyd, Jewin-street;
Dr. John Watson, Coleman-street; Mr. H. C. Harris, surgeon,
City-road; Mr. J. C. Powell, surgeon, Chiswell-street; Mr. C.
Douglas, surgeon, Chiswell-street; Mr. Mungo Park, surgeon, ’,
Old-street.&mdash;I am, Sir, your obedient servant,
Old. street, Feb. 1843. 
Our report was copied from The Times newspaper.&mdash;ED. L.
THE NEW MOVE FOR THE "HEAD AND HOME;"
OR, SNIPERY AND SNEAKERY REVIVED.
GEORGE Ross, Sec."
THE following letter, it appears, has been addressed to all the
members of the Council of the National Institute:-
NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF MEDICINE, SURGERY, AND MIDWIFERY.
4, Hanover-square, February 8th, 1848.
SIR,-I am directed by the Parliamentary Committee to
inform you that several important conferences on the subject
of the laws affecting the medical profession, with a view to
an amicable arrangement of existing differences of opinion,
have been held at the Royal College of Physicians, with the
approval of the Government, and at which conferences the
following parties assisted-namely, the President, Censors,
and Registrar of the Royal College of Physicians-the Presi-
dent and Vice-Presidents of the Royal College of Surgeons- ,
the Master and Wardens of the Society of Apothecaries-and
R. R. Pennington, Esq., James Bird, Esq., and Henry Ancell,
Esq., as the representatives of the General Practitioners. I
am further directed to state that the whole of these con-
ferences have been conducted in the most amicable spirit by
all parties, and that there is now a reasonable probability that
such an arrangement will speedily be submitted to the Go-
vernment as the basis of a general measure, as will prove
satisfactory to all parties.
In consequence of these negociations, a Special Meeting of
the Council is hereby called for Tuesday, the 15th instant, at
four o’clock precisely, and I need not urge upon you the
desire of the Committee that the presence of every member
of the Council, who can conveniently attend, is particularly
requested, I am, Sir, your obedient servant,
** From this official document, it is evident that the Chan-
cellor and Senate of the University of London have not been
consulted relative to the nice little" amicable arrangement"
which is to prove so satisfactory to all parties. The graduates
of this University are now occupying a prominent position,
and the first rank amongst the medical practitioners of this
country&mdash;yet their governing body is not included in the
recent conferences. Of course not ! The admission of a
deputation from the Senate would not be altogether agreeable
to the feelings and projects of the rulers of the corrupt London
. Corporations, and their co-adjutors, SNIPE and SNEAK. Will
the Universities and Colleges of Scotland and Ireland remain
, passive, while the Home Office continues to be pestered by
active bodies of secret intriguers ? Will the great body of
the surgeons of England, engaged in general practice, who
are entitled to the first consideration and highest respect from
the Imperial legislature, remain passive, whilst a new
attempt is being made to bind them for ever to the low
and vulgar fortunes of an inferior medical corporation!
We cannot believe it ! The secret whining cry is again
raised for a new Charter of Incorporation, in order that
a "head and home" may be provided for certain active
schemers, and for a few of their masters and tools, who
are anxious to be distinguished as the President and
Council of a new College. Letters of remonstrance against
the grant of a new Charter for the establishment of
an inferior corporation, ought to be addressed to Sir George
Grey by every medical practitioner in England who feels at
all anxious to promote the dignity and honour of the profes-
sion, and the security of his own independence. It ought to
be known that a Charter can be granted privately, and alto-
gether without the interference of Parliament; and as Sir
George Grey is pestered privately by intriguers, he ought to
be cautioned and admonished, by letter, against the proceed-
ings of persons, the accomplishment of whose selfish objects
might inflict irretrievable injury upon the profession.-ED. L.
Medical News.
APOTHECARIES’ HALL.&mdash;Names of gentlemen who passed
their examination in the science and practice of medicine,
and received certificates to practise, on Thursday, Feb. 10th,
1848:-James Reed, Pontypool ; Robert White.
ANOTHER DEATH FROM CHLOROFORM.&mdash;A lad, about seven-
teen years of age, an apprentice to a druggist in town, has
been in the habit of inhaling chloroform almost daily for
some time, for the sake of the excitement and pleasurable
feelings he experienced from its use. He was observed
"staggering about the shop all the morning," as if intoxi-
cated, which was attributed to frequent inhalations of small
quantities of chloroform by his companions; but this is not
certain. About noon, Feb. 8th, while there was no person in
the shop with him but a boy about twelve years of age, he
poured a considerable quantity on a towel, and applied it to
his face. At this time he was standing by the counter, and
leaning towards it; so that when insensibility was produced,
he appears to have fallen forward with his face on the towel
with the chloroform. The boy who was with him in the shop
at the time says that he remained in this position for about
ten minutes, he being afraid to disturb him, as he always
became very violent when any person touched him while he
was under the influence of chloroform on former occasions.
When raised, he was found apparently lifeless, and medical
men were sent for in various directions. In about five minutes
(fifteen minutes after he began to inhale the chloroform) Dr.
- Jamieson saw him, and found him pulseless,-the doctor not
. 
being able either to feel or hear the beating of the heart;
but the surface quite warm, and the lips very livid. On
’ 
opening a vein in the arm, a few drops of blood only escaped.
- Dr. Jamieson immediately introduced a pipe into the trachea
. from the mouth, and kept up the respiration for fifteen or
twenty minutes, without being able to perceive the slightest
’ signs of life. Besides these means, the application of strong
liquor ammonia to the nostrils &c. were had recourse to.
Dr. Keith arriving almost immediately after Dr. Jamieson
had desisted from the use of the artificial respiration, it was
deemed advisable to keep it up still longer. An opening was
consequently made into the windpipe, through which a tube
was introduced, and in this way the inflation of the lungs was
kept up for more than an hour without the slightest effect.
Four or five medical men having arrived soon after Dr.
Keith, all assisted in keeping up the respiration, and every
other suggestion which was likely to be useful under the cir-
cumstances was attended to, but without effect. After the
most careful inquiries of an intelligent young man belonging
to the same shop, and who saw the chloroform bottle shortly
before twelve o’clock, but who was not present at the time of
its fatal inhalation, it appears that the quantity poured on
the towel 11 could not have exceeded three drachms or half
an ounce." I suspect no great faith can be placed on this,
however, although the person affirms that "he hardly missedit from the bottle." The bottle is large, having a diameter
of about four inches. It appears that the deceased was in
